Emerging Western Lake Erie Cluster Meeting
At the River House in Monroe, Mich.

May 12, 2010

4 – 7 pm

Attendees:


Sandy Bihn, Western Lake Erie Water keeper

Ned Birkey, Michigan State University Extension 


Robert Burns, FDR – Detroit River keeper

Lisa Brush, Stewardship Network


Erin Mittendorf, Stewardship Network

Bruce Jones, Grosse Ile Land Conservancy


Sue Khan, volunteer


Richard Micka, River Raisin Public Advisory Council

Beth Olson, IWRA, Western Lake Erie Water keeper

Rob Peven, County of Monroe


Jason Russeau, Orchard Center High School


Gary Sikora, volunteer


Ryan Werder, Congressman Dingell’s Office


Jay Biernat, River Raisin Institute


Danielle Conroyd, River Raisin Institute


Larry Feldpausch, River Raisin Institute


Sharon Venier, River Raisin Institute 

The group introduced themselves. Lisa Brush of the Stewardship Network provided a PowerPoint presentation about the Network and explained the Cluster structure. The Network’s mission is to expand individuals' and organizations' capacities to care for and protect natural lands and waters. This meeting was organized to explore the opportunity of forming a Western Lake Erie Cluster focusing on issues specific to the Lake Erie shoreline. It takes about one year to form a Cluster.
It is noted that the condition of the Lake Erie shoreline is affected by runoff from the inland watersheds. It is possible to have overlapping Clusters, such as Monroe currently being a part of the Lakeplain Cluster. There could be networking and sharing of resources between the Clusters. Current clusters include Headwaters (Macomb, Oakland Counties), Huron Arbor (Washtenaw County), Lakeplain (St. Clair, Wayne, Monroe Counties), Mid-Michigan (Ingham County), Raisin (Jackson, Hillsdale, Lenawee Counties), Southwest corner (Berrien, Cass, VanBuren, Kalamazoo, Barry, Calhoun, Branch, St Joseph, Allegan Counties), ThrEE County (Shiawassee, Genesee, Lapeer Counties), West Michigan (Newaygo, Kent, Muskegon, Ottawa, Allegan Counties).

Lisa led a brainstorming session on possible areas of focus for the emerging Western Lake Erie Cluster. She explained how Clusters form and grow rather organically. It is possible that there are issues that may not have the same amount of urgency for every member of the Cluster. It does not mean the certain issues are not important but the Cluster may choose a first project that is smaller and can be finished quickly having immediate results rather than choosing a larger long-term project that requires more work, volunteers and money. 

Lisa reported that the average annual budget for a Cluster is $50,000. Most of the current Clusters have part-time and volunteer staff. There was discussion on possible grant opportunities that might fund the Cluster. 

After a brainstorming session, the group came up with a list of possible issues and areas of focus for Cluster:
1. Nutrient runoff, nutrient load monitoring

2. Nutrient standards
3. Media coverage

4. Volunteer recruitment, retention, recognition

5. Youth education

6. Public education

7. Institutional property owner

8. Water diversion issues (groundwater, Great Lakes compact)

9. Great Lakes Restoration Initiative

10. Government grants

11. Who should be involved? 

12. Heidelberg College, OSU, OH, etc. – nutrient loading: studying 7 rivers contributing nutrients to Lake Erie

13. Accessibility of water

14. Adopt-A-Trail / Stream search
15. Family nature clubs

16. Have it be something tangible / accessible for general public

17. Need to include Ohio and inland

18. Answer geographic scope?

Next Steps: 
Is there interest in the Toledo area for a Western Lake Erie Cluster? Perhaps a meeting should be scheduled in Toledo reaching out to a larger Ohio group since that is the geographic area for a big portion of the Lake Erie coastline. Funding sources will need to be identified.
Lisa Brush, Erin Mittendorf, Danielle Conroyd, Sharon Venier, and Jay Biernat will meet to plan the timing, location and objectives for the next meeting.

Notes respectfully submitted by:

Sharon Venier, River Raisin Institute

