Habitat: Woodland edges, open woods,
old fields. Once established, readily
invades undisturbed sites.

How to identify: Small shrub. Spoon
shaped leaves. Numerous spiny, zig-
zagging stems.

Fruit: Small, bright red, egg-shaped berries
that remain on stems into winter.

Similar Species: Can be mistaken for

gooseberry when leaves are absent.

Japaniese Barberry

Berberishunbergii

Autumn Olive
\ Elaeagnus umbellata

bitat: Roadsides, open woods, prairies,

pastures, sand dunes

How to identify: Leaves are wavy-edged and
appear green on top and silver on bottom.
Multiple stems. New growth appears
copper with silver dot-like scales.

Fruit: Small, round, pink to red, with silver
spots

Similar Species: Russian olive, also a non-
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Multiflora Rose

Rosa multiflora

- curved thorn
- feathery stipule

Habitat: Fields, roadsides, prairies, open
woods.

How to identify: Each twig contains 5-7 small
leaflets with toothed edges. Feathery
stipules on leaf petioles. Multiple arching
stems with many large curved thorns.
Showy clusters of flowers.

a " Fruits: Round red berries (rosehips) remain on
" %’ *Y  stems throughout winter.
* ’ % B Similar Species: Native roses; distinguish by
4 * feathery stipules on leaf petioles (photo at
top left)
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Glossy Buckthorn

Frangula alnus
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Habitat: Common buckthorn is more aggressive

in dry soils, while glossy buckthorn is more
aggressive in wet soils.

How to identify: Small tree/hedge. Veins curve
toward leaf tips. Common has thorns that
occur near the terminal bud and 3 pairs of
veins per leaf; glossy has 7 pairs of veins.

Fruit: Small black or dark purple, pea sized
berries clustered at stem.

Similar Species: Native dogwoods. Fold & tear
leaf in half, perpendicular to the middle vein,
and pull apart; if a silky string-like substance
appears, it is a dogwood.
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Ways YOU can make a difference!

e Learn to identify the common woody invasive shrubs. If you have a question, feel free

to contact midmich@stewardshipnetwork.org

If you have invasive shrubs in your yard, replace them with beautiful native and non-

invasive species, such as: ninebark, butterfly bush, shrubby cinquefoil, arrowwood

viburnum, Russian sage, and elderberry

* Buy and plant natives from the Michigan Native Plant Producers’ Association:
http://www.mnppa.or.

* Ask your local plant source to stop carrying Japanese barberry, honeysuckle, and
multiflora rose, which have become serious problems in southern Michigan’s natural
areas

e Learn about nature and help us clear Lake Lansing Park North of invasive shrubs.

Participate in an upcoming restoration outing by contacting nsanchez@ingham.org or

midmich@stewardshipnetwork.org

Habitat: Occurs in wet and dry sites. Shade
tolerant.

How to identify: Multiple arching branches. Flaky
bark. Brown pith; older branches often hollow.
Sweet smell when cut, and very fragrant
flowers.

Fruits: Small round red berries in pairs, which
remain on stems into winter.

Similar Species: There are several native
honeysuckle species, but they are less than 3’
tall and do not have hollow stems.




